Chapter 2: “Close Reading: The Art and Craft of Analysis”

To read a text closely, think about the following things:
I. Rhetorical triangle:  Begin analyzing a passage via the rhetorical triangle.

A. Subject


B. Speaker


C. Audience

II. Style: Proceed to analyze elements of style.


A. Tone: writer’s attitude toward reader & subject


B. Vocabulary 



1. Diction = choice of words



2. Trope = artful diction




a. metaphor




b. simile




c. personification




d. hyperbole

Questions to ask when analyzing diction:

i. Which of the important words in the passage (verbs, nouns, adjectives, and adverbs) are general and abstract?  Which are specific and concrete?

ii. Are the important words formal, informal, colloquial, or slang?

iii. Are some words nonliteral or figurative, creating figures of speech such as metaphors?


C. Sentence Structure



1. Syntax = arrangement of words



2. Scheme = artful syntax




a. parallelisms




b. juxtapositions




c. antitheses

Questions to ask when analyzing syntax:

i. What is the order of the parts of the sentence?  Is it the usual (S-V-O), or is it inverted?

ii. Which part of speech is more prominent—nouns or verbs?

iii. What are the sentences like?  Are they periodic (moving toward something important at the end) or cumulative (adding details that support an important idea in the beginning of the sentence)?

iv. How does the sentence connect its words, phrases, and clauses?

To craft your own close reading, do one of the following things:
I. Annotate the text: Makes notes in the margins or on Post-Its.  


A.  Main ideas



1.  Thesis Statements



2.  Topic Sentences


B.  Appealing language



1.  Figures of speech/tropes




a. metaphors




b. similes




c. personification



2. Imagery



3. Detail

II. Make a dialectical journal.

	Note taking

(copy the text that interests you)
	Paragraph #
	Note making

(make notes about why the text caught your attention)

	
	
	

	
	
	


III. Make a graphic organizer.  This takes time, but it generates a lot of information.

	Quotation
	Paraphrase or summarize
	Rhetorical strategy

or style element
	Effect or function

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Analyzing a visual text requires the same tools of rhetorical analysis and close reading we use for written texts.
